Thromboembolic complications of intravenous immunoglobulin treatment.
Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) preparations are increasingly being used in the treatment of neuroautoimmune diseases. Although for most part this treatment is safe, serious side effects such as thromboembolic events have been reported. We report on 7 patients who suffered a thromboembolic event while being treated with IVIg. Four patients suffered a stroke or transient ischemic attack, 1 an inferior wall myocardial infarction, 1 a deep venous thrombosis, and 1 a retinal artery infarct. The age range of the patients was 57-81 and most had underlying risk factors, such as hypertension, hypercholesterolemia, atrial fibrillation, history of vascular disease and stroke, and deep venous thrombosis. Three patients received multiple IVIg infusions before suffering a thromboembolic complication. Therefore, the clinicians should be vigilant about the possibility of thromboembolic complications with each IVIg infusion and be especially judicious with the use of IVIg in patients with underlying risk factors.